






THE BUGS sampled  during the assessment were typical of high mountain streams and indicate good water quality. 
Below you will find depictions of  a few of the macroinvertabrates sampled along with associated fly pattern for the 
both the immature and adult. 

THE BAETIS MAYFLY is well 
known to the western fly angler. Of-
ten it goes by the name of Blue 
Wing Olive. It is the one mayfly that 
will hatch year-round given favor-
able conditions.  Above, Mercer’s 
Poxyback Baetis is shown as an imi-
tation of the nymph. A Blue Wing 
Olive Parachute is an effective pat-
tern for the adult.  
  

THE MIDGE is an aquatic in-
sect that hatches year round. 
Often, trout will key in to these 
bugs because of their abun-
dance. They are found through-
out the Rocky Mountains in 
both moving and stillwaters. 
The patterns shown to the right 
are the Midge Adult Fly and 
Bead Head Midge. 

THE CADDIS is a predominant 
aquatic insect found in western riv-
ers. Its behavioral habits make it an 
important food source for trout. The 
patterns shown to the left are the 
Case Caddis and the Elk Wing Cad-
dis. 

THE TROUT observed in the creek at the Marshall Creek Ranch were mainly Brown Trout with a mix of Brook 
Trout.  Small populations of Rainbow Trout could also be present in the creek.  No  past stocking records were avail-
able, but trout populations in the creek appear to  be self-sustaining.  Fish that were observed at the time of the as-
sessment ranged from a few inches in length up to approximately 16 inches.  Below you will find depictions of the 
trout and species descriptions. 

THE BROOK TROUT (Salvelinus fontinalis) is 
actually not even a trout, it is a char. The char is the 
family of fish that also includes the Lake Trout and 
Bull Tout. Brook Trout are commonly found in wa-
ters where Brown Trout and Rainbow Trout exist. 
They are capable of spawning in both moving water 
and stillwater environments, where other species of 
trout cannot. Illustration by  Joseph R. Tomelleri. 

THE BROWN TROUT (Salmo trutta) is native to 
European waters. It was first introduced to North Ameri-
can fisheries in 1884. Known for its aggressive behavior 
and stealthy skills, the Brown Trout is a challenging 
sport fish for anglers. It is also the most tolerant of 
changing environmental conditions. Illustration by  Jo-
seph R. Tomelleri. 
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